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News on chemicals and chemicals regulation  

 
 Summary: EURATEX informs its Members on: ECHA activities on REACH enforcement, cross-industry 
agreement on microplastic, chemical-waste-product interface, restriction intention on skin sensitizers in textiles, 
EC workshop on skin sensitizers, restriction intention on formaldehyde and its releasers, update on CMD 
proposals, REACH review 2017, EU Non-Toxic Strategy, and EU POP Regulation Recast.   

1. ECHA Enforcement Project finds no infringements in textiles from EU/EEA 

ECHA’s Enforcement Forum (market surveillance authorities) conducted an EU/EEA wide project on 

compliance in consumer products. Among other consumer goods’ categories, the project investigated 399 

textile articles and found 3 cases of non-compliance (azo colourants and azo dyes) for those originating outside 

EU/EEA. There were no issues with compliance for textile products originating from EU/EEA – evidence that 

supports EURATEX presentation made before the ECHA Enforcement Forum in November 2017 (ref. SB-38-

2017).  

ECHA’s Forum still welcomes EURATEX proposal for a project on enforcement of REACH in textile articles. 

Members to kindly respond with comments/suggestions by March 30.   

 

2. EC Plastic Strategy and EURATEX work on microplastics  

On 16 January, the European Commission revealed its Plastic Strategy mentioning a cross-industry initiative 

EURATEX has been working on with other co-signatories (FESI, CIRFS, A.I.S.E., EOG). One of the main 

deliverables of this voluntary agreement is the development of a standardized test method to quantify the 

release of microplastics from the washing of synthetic fibers. EURATEX and other co-signatories to organize a 

first technical meeting with technical experts on 25 April.  

EURATEX presented the voluntary commitment at a high-level stakeholder event on circular economy held in 

Brussels over 20-21 February. 

Other developments on microplastics: UK’s ban on manufacture of products containing microbeads entered 

into force on 9 January while a ban on selling of such products will come later in the year; ECHA intends to 

restrict oxydegradive plastics as they may generate microplastics and intentionally added microplastics in 

consumer or professional use products.  
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https://echa.europa.eu/-/inspectors-find-phthalates-in-toys-and-asbestos-in-second-hand-products
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/plastics-strategy.pdf
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en/circular-economy-stakeholder-conference-2021-february-delivering-circular-economy-whats-next


3. Circular Economy - Chemical, Product and Waste Interface  

Together with the Plastic Strategy, the European Commission has adopted a Communication on options to 

address the interface between chemicals, waste and products. The European Commission is expected to 

launch a public consultation for which EURATEX shall prepare a response. More details to be communicated 

via a circular.    

 

4. Swedish restriction intention on skin sensitizers in textiles and leather 

As expected and as a follow up of the previous Risk Management Option Analysis (RMOA), the Swedish 

Chemicals Agency (KemI) has launched a Registry of Intention on skin sensitizing substances in textiles and 

leather. The proposal for restriction is expected to be submitted sometime by 11 January 2019. The proposal is 

expected to cover those substances classified as 1/1A/1B and/or Skin irritant 2 and the substances 

recommended to be classified as Skin Sensitizers by the ECHA Risk Assessment Committee. 

EURATEX to contact KemI regarding an indicative list of substances and possible scope to be covered by this 

future restriction.  

 

5. EC workshop on regulatory options for skin sensitizers  

Earlier in December, the European Commission’s DG GROW organized a workshop to identify further steps in 

regulating skin sensitizing substances to better protect consumers and workers. Besides the scientific 

discussion, the workshop mostly focused on the cosmetic sector and nickel without mentioning textiles. 

Regarding REACH, the workshop concluded lowering the hurdles of restriction for regulating these substances 

and obtaining more data might help in the future. Minutes and presentations can be found here.  

  
6. ECHA restriction intention for formaldehyde and its releasers  

The European Chemicals Agency has notified its intention to propose a restriction on formaldehyde and its 

releases in mixtures and articles for consumer uses. Possible textile uses covered by the restriction might 

include upholstery, coats and jackets as the EC provided a derogation for these articles in the current draft 

proposal for CMR Art68(2) (ref. SB-05-2018). The EC indicated that a possibility for a more stringent limit for 

these articles might be tackled in a future substance specific restriction. ECHA expects to submit its Annex XV 

by 11 January 2019.  

EURATEX to coordinate with its Members to consider providing input for ECHA call for evidence (deadline 11 

April) for any use of formaldehyde and its releasers in mixtures or in articles for consumer use.  

 

7. Update on the amendments the Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive 

Proposal I: First amendment to the CMD was published at the end of December 2017 and entered into force on 

16 January 2018. Member States have until 17 January 2020 to transpose the rules into national law.  

Proposal II: European Parliament’s Employment Committee will vote on the draft Report at the end of March 

after which the three institutions will enter into trialogue.  

Proposal III: Third proposal is expected to be presented sometime in April, the European Commission has 

indicated. 

Proposal IV: After ECHA evaluates OELs and provides input to the European Commission, the Commission is 

scheduled to present the proposal in early 2019. 

Interested Members may obtain more information via: dunja.drmac@euratex.eu.  

 

8. REACH Review postponed 

The REACH Review 2017, initially due in 2017, is expected to be presented in the coming weeks. The REACH 

Review assesses the achievements made in the last 5 years and essentially serves as a REFIT of the Regulation. 

Publication of the evaluation of other chemical legislation except REACH is expected in the second half of 2018. 

Interested Members may contact: dunja.drmac@euratex.eu.  

https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/27321
https://echa.europa.eu/registry-of-current-restriction-proposal-intentions/-/substance-rev/18303/term
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/workshop-regulatory-options-skin-sensitisers_en
https://echa.europa.eu/registry-of-current-restriction-proposal-intentions/-/substance-rev/18148/term
https://echa.europa.eu/calls-for-comments-and-evidence/-/substance-rev/18151/term
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1519394689353&uri=CELEX:32017L2398
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-613.290+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
mailto:dunja.drmac@euratex.eu
mailto:dunja.drmac@euratex.eu


 

9. Non-toxic Environment Strategy delayed 

At the last CARACAL (REACH and CLP Competent Authorities) meeting in November, the European Commission 

updated on the EU Strategy for a non-toxic environment outlined in the 7th European Action Plan. The EC 

indicated that the Strategy is expected by 2018, although it now seems to be delayed. It is still unknown in 

which format will the Strategy be presented. The Strategy shall include an overall comprehensive study report 

and sub-study reports while input from chemicals-products-waste interface, the REACH REFIT evaluation and 

the Fitness check of chemicals legislation except REACH shall also feed in the Strategy. Interested Members can 

obtain more information via: dunja.drmac@euratex.eu.  

 

10. Recast of EU POP Regulation  

The Regulation on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) has been undergoing a recast to update obsolete 

regulatory procedures in the EU POPs regulation, to align them with the Lisbon Treaty as well as to revise 

certain parts for clarity and efficiency. EURATEX has learned that in this recast, the European Commission 

intends to assign new tasks to ECHA mainly as scientific support in screening for new POPs. The recast has 

been expected since February 2017 and should be presented soon.  

Interested Members may obtain more information via: dunja.drmac@euratex.eu 
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